
Professional Skills
Branding

Intermediate Accounting I – Acct 341/541

 Assignment 1

It is generally agreed that people do business with those with whom

they know, like and trust.  Your assignment is to write a paper on

trust.  What is trust?  How does your relationship with a trusted

person differ from your relationship with an untrusted person.  What

must a person do, or what characteristics must be present, for you to

trust a person?

Required:

Please write a short paper (300-500 words) in which you reflect on these questions of trust.

 Assignment 2

Please learn the names of as many people in class as you can.  I’ll ask you to self report your progress at

different stages of the course.

 Assignment 3

Interview a working professional to discover if the person has a

brand image.  If so, what is this brand?  Does the professional

manage the brand?   Has the brand evolved over time?  If the

professional has a brand, how has the person benefitted from

his/her brand.  If the professional doesn’t have a brand, why have

they decided not to establish one?  Please write a short paper (500-

600 words) about what you have found.

Assignment 4

Write a 500-600 word reflection paper on your brand, and how you might grow it over the next five to

ten years.
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Assignment 5

Please sign up for LinkedIn (if you haven’t already done so), and create a professional profile.  

You should consider all of the following factors:

Tips for Creating a Great LinkedIn Profile

1. You should have a nice photo focused on your head and shoulders (called a headshot).  It should

be as professional as possible.  Do not display a photo of you with a family member, you with a

pet, you at a party or sporting event.

2. Have a nice descriptive headline, “Accounting major at La Sierra University.”

3. Aim for 100-150 connections by the time you start looking for a job.

4. Connect with other students. They are a great foundation for your network. They also know you

well enough to endorse and recommend you.

5. Make your all of your network open to all of your connections.  If you make your network

private, it just shows you don’t get it.

6. Include your cell phone and e-mail address in your contact information.  Only your connections

can see this, and if you don’t trust them with your phone number, you shouldn’t have connected.

7. Your background summary should be more than a brief recitation of your history. Add some

personal perspective.  Describe your professional brand.

8. After graduation, show a complete job history.  Until then, combine everything into “Various

part-time jobs.”

9. List only the most relevant college courses taken.  Add personal perspective about life’s lessons

learned in college.

10. Until you graduate, include skills from your job as a student.  Your student network connections

should be able to endorse you for these.  After graduation, replace these with work related jobb

skills.

11. Ask for 2-3 recommendations from fellow students or fellow workers, those who can testify

about your being an awesome student or awesome professional. If you are a good enough student,

ask for a recommendation from a teacher.
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